
Opening to Wonder & Mystery 
 

A special experiential workshop for 4th - 7th graders and their families  
on the teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov with 

 

Rabbi Diane Elliot  & Rabbi Burt Jacobson 
 

 
    Painting by Davora Lilian 

 

Sunday, March 30, 2014   ~   10:30 am - 12 noon 
at Congregation Ner  Shalom,  85 La Plaza in Cotati 

 
The Ba’al Shem Tov was one of the greatest spiritual teachers in our tradition. 
He lived at a time when most Jews had forgotten about wonder and mystery because 
of the hard lives they led. He taught his people how to open their eyes and their hearts 
to the astonishing beauty of the natural world and to spiritual dimension of existence. 
 

Before their afternoon community-wide offering on The Path to Spiritual Awakening:  
The Luminous Teachings of the Ba’al Shem Tov, beloved and pioneering East Bay 
Rabbis Diane Elliot and Burt Jacobson will offer an imaginative way to enter into the 
Ba’al Shem’s experience of wonder and mystery for 4th- 7th graders and their families. 
 

This is a special opportunity to explore questions that are tremendously important to 
us, both as Jews and as human beings:  Is there something beyond the physical world? 
Something larger than us? What do we mean when we talk about “spirituality?” What 
do we mean when we say “God?” Is “God” just a human idea or is God actually real?  
 

Although there are no definite answers to such questions, we can learn how to open to the 
wonder and mystery of existence. One way of doing this comes from a traditional 
blessing practice that deepens our gratitude for the wonders we experience. 

 

Suggested donation ~ $18/family 
 

Sponsored by B’nai Israel Jewish Center  •  Congregation Beth Ami 
Congregation Ner Shalom  •   Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County 

 

For more information, please contact Vicki at (707) 664-8622 / shalom@sonic.net 


